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THE US WE WANT! SOCIAL, DEMOCRATIC, SUSTAINABLE

Socialism for the People, not the Corporations

Free Education, Universal Health Care, Anti-Death Penalty, Pro-Abortion, Universal Basic
Income, the Right to Unionize, the sanctity of the Separation of Church and State, and the belief
that the Government should make life bearable for all and ensure citizens' Liberties.
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SDA Statement

SDA, as a democratic socialist organization, and inheritor of the politics of the original DSA
[Democratic Socialists of America], is resolutely “social-democratic.” It accepts openly that
“Politics is the art of the possible,” as leavened by original DSA founder Michael Harrington’s
concept of socialism as “the left wing of the feasible.” It thus resolutely works in the electoral
process, and supports, advances wherever possible, reforms that enhance the lives of ordinary
working people, women, people of color, minorities, LBGQT+ people, in ways that are
democratic, inclusive, and benefit them materially and psychologically.

SDA is hearty in this support—it does not half-heartedly support “reform” measures to
demonstrate that “reformism” cannot solve the contradictions of capitalism, and that only
“revolution” can solve them! In this it is firmly of the opposite stance of the “far left,” particularly
those who turn to Bolshevik- legacy socialism for their ideal of a socialist society. The Bolshevik-
legacy left had over a hundred years to prove itself both “necessary” and “fully feasible,” and
failed on both counts. What resulted from Bolshevik-legacy socialism of any and all types—be
they the rule of Lenin and Trotsky, or of Stalinism, Maoism, Castroism, or Marxism-Leninism of
various stripes, as well as all forms of Leninism-Trotskyism, was not a democratic, liberating
socialism as it was a form (whatever the state structure) of “bureaucratic collectivism” or “state
capitalism.”

Furthermore, Bolshevik-legacy socialism in the advanced capitalist world never redeemed itself
as a mass workers’ movement, but only deteriorated into warring Marxist-Leninist and Leninist-
Trotskyist sects with little, if any positive influence, even in places where mass Communist
Parties existed, such as France, Italy, or post-World War | Germany.

Donald Sassoon’s One Hundred Years of Socialism (New York: New Press, 1996) gives an
excellent history of the positive successes achieved in Western Europe under the reigns of
“mere reformist social- democracy.” Such “mere reformism” established universal health care,
advanced the welfare state, and broke decisively the link between poverty and being working-
class. SDA recommends this book to all members.

Socialism, to be truly liberating, must mean more than simply the state ownership of the means
of production, for, as the legacy of Bolshevik-inspired socialism shows, that begs the question:
Who controls the state that “rules” in the name of the working class? The stock Bolshevik-legacy
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answer was that the “vanguard Communist Party” represented the working class; but it
represented them in name only, setting itself up, instead, as a New Class that transmogrified
the “dictatorship of the proletariat” into a “dictatorship over the proletariat.” Socialism is more
than collective ownership vs. strictly private ownership; at its core, a truly liberating socialism is
also democratic, transparent, and accountable—for when it isn’t, it’'s mere “bureaucratic
collectivism” or “state capitalism” that mirrors the same lack of transparency and accountability
that prevails under capitalism. Thus, socialists are resolute democrats, extending democracy
from the strictly political realm as achieved under liberalism into the social and economic realms
as well.

For SDA, liberalism is not so much pernicious as it is incomplete, a “near left” that we of SDA can
successfully work with and form coalitions with; as many liberals, instead of being studied
“centrists,” or wedded to mere “diversity” and “equitableness” under neoliberal economics, are
honest grassroots progressives who do, in fact, agree with much of what SDA calls for, says, and
advocates. We of SDA proudly march with such “mere” liberals!

Further, while SDA’s socialism goes beyond the capitalist welfare state, at this point in time,
with the massive onslaught by the right against the capitalist welfare state having successfully
prevailed since at least the Reagan-Thatcher years, a return to the “limited” achievements of
the New Deal or under the Labor government of Britain in the immediate post-World War I
years would be a magnificent political achievement that would give back to the working classes
what neoliberalism, under the guise of “freedom,” has stolen from them!

SDA also upholds its principled ban on democratic-centralist organizations and individuals from
membership; and extends that ban to caucuses within SDA. Marxism-Leninism and Leninism-
Trotskyism, both of which rely on democratic centralism to impose “discipline” on their
adherents, are actively contrary to SDA’s democratic socialist norms, principles, objectives, and
practices. SDA respects individual autonomy and the ability of SDAers to think for themselves,
without direction from self-appointed “vanguards” that demand robotic allegiance and “unity
of action” from its adherents. The right to dissent or abstain is always an inalienable right within
SDA.

Moreover, while SDA is a democratic socialist, i.e., social democratic, “big tent,” that does not
mean it is a promiscuous gathering-place for all who call themselves “leftists.”

Sadly, many present activists of the left are not committed to democratic socialism as such, but,
instead, embrace such “far left” nostrums as authoritarianism, Marxism-Leninism, Leninism-
Trotskyism, and uncompromising “revolutionism.” Such comrades need to be educated by SDA
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on democratic socialist norms and practices; and informed that much about the “far left” SDA
rejects in fundamental principle. Unfortunately, the sectarian hash that Marxist-Leninists and
Leninist- Trotskyists have made particularly of the U.S. left over the last over one hundred years
has made organizations such as the present-day DSA attractive to them as a new “port of
political entry.” It is also the same with anarchists. While certainly not wishing to engage in mass
expulsions, the leadership, leading bodies, and active members of SDA should inform such “far
left” comrades that might drift into our political circle that perhaps they should find a political
home elsewhere, or “settle” for being “mere” left social-democrats!

Last, while SDA is an activist organization, it looks beyond activism as such, and recognizes the
need for thoughtful expression of socialist theory, principles, strategy and tactics through open
and serious debate and discussion within not only SDA, but throughout the public intellectual
sphere as well. SDA calls for the return of the esteemed “public intellectual” of the left, as
evinced through such people as

C. Wright Mills, Irving Howe (another founder of the original DSA, now looked down upon by
the “far left”), and Michael Harington—all of them learned, erudite persons who were
concerned with not talking only to their fellow adherents and academics (for both Mills and
Howe were university professors), but reaching beyond the ivory towers and intellectual walls
to the broader public. In other words, intellectual accessibility and thoughtfulness are also
hallmarks of socialist practice, as is a healthy skepticism that sees nothing as just “written in
stone” but, rather, understands that “all that is solid melts in air,” as the Communist Manifesto
put it memorably.
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The US we want

As the Social Democrats of America, the Socialist faction in the Democratic Party, we head into the
2028 Presidential elections with continued determination to transform our societies and improve
the lives of American citizens.

We want a free, fair and secure democratic United States. We believe in the United States as
the force to guarantee rights for all and with all. We believe in working together to keep our
planet livable, to achieve social justice and to offer new opportunities for everyone. We are
building a United States of sustainability and democracy. A feminist America. An inclusive United
States founded on universal human rights. A United States where social, economic and
environmental progress go hand in hand. A United States supportive of its young people. A
United States that promotes culture in all its diversity. For us, the United States has always been
a project of peace and shared prosperity. A project of solidarity that allows our countries to
overcome challenges that they could not face alone. By joining forces, we are building a United
States that achieves great things we can be proud of.

Successive crises and emerging threats have defined the period since the 2016 Presidential
elections. Yet, in difficult circumstances, we have shown that a United States that protects its
people and provides hope for a better future is possible. We worked hard to deliver progressive
solutions to the rising cost of living; to the climate emergency; to the shift to clean energy; to the
Covid-19 pandemic; and to the Russian aggression against Ukraine.

Today, many challenges remain ahead of us. Against a backdrop of war and conflict overin Europe
and the middle east, as well as rising authoritarianism worldwide, The United States with
Europe and Australia must be a guarantor of peace, promote the respect of international law
and fair international relations, and stand up for the United Nations Charter and the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. The United States must be continued to ensure its security and
defense. The US must also tackle inequalities within our borders, the loss of purchasing power
due totherising cost of living, the backlash against women’s rights, the ever-growing difficulties
young people face, and the undermining of democracy and the rule of law. We want a more
united America that protects our sovereignty, our welfare states and invests in quality green
jobs, sustainable wellbeing and a dynamic economy.
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The far right is a threat to citizens and to the American project. It is a poison for democracy.
Our values are irreconcilable with theirs. The far right wants to pit people against each other,
while we want to bring people together. Our political family has a clear red line: we will never
cooperate nor form coalitions with the far right. A stronger Socialist & Democratic Group in the
United States Congress means more power to deliver respect, justice and a better future. More
power to provide citizens with equal opportunities, a sense of security and the quality of life that
everyone deserves. To fight the far right, we must be the main progressive pro-American force,
mobilizing progressive, social, and environmental forces to deliver change.

In this manifesto, we put forward 20 commitments for our common candidate in the
Democratic Party, for a United States based on:

e The right to quality jobs with fair wages by guaranteeing workers’ rights, strengthening
collective bargaining, democracy at work and supporting the self-employed.

e A new Green and Social Deal for a just transition with clean, secure and affordable
energy; new quality jobs in a green, carbon-free circular economy; and a livable planet.

e Strong democracy, where the rule of law is respected and defended by all.

e A strong and competitive United States economy that prepares its industries and Small
and medium-sized enterprises for the future.

e A protective United States that defends people against the high cost of living, defends
their jobs from unfair competition, and defends their health and their environment.

¢ A feminist America that stands up for equal rights, women’s control over their lives and
bodies, and for an end to gender-based violence and discrimination.

e AUnited States for young people that guarantees progress, autonomy, opportunities and
eradicates job insecurity.

e The right to decent and affordable housing for all.

e A strategically independent America that defends its freedom, security and territorial
integrity.

e Astrong America in the world that promotes peace, security, cooperation, human rights
and sustainable development.
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.SOLUTIONS FOR

A BETTER QUALITY OF
LIFE

1. SECURING QUALITY JOBS FOR ALL

As employment rates fluctuates in the United States, more jobs must mean better jobs and fair
wages. Salaries must rise and boost workers’ purchasing power against inflation and the rising
cost of living. We have fought alongside trade unions for decent minimum wages, pay
transparency, the rights of platform workers, and collective bargaining. The world of work is
changing. Malaise and discontent are growing, driven by job insecurity, in- creased precarious
work, low pay and unpredictable working time.

e We will act with a Roadmap for Quality Work and Well-paid Jobs.

e Our next battles will be to combat in-work poverty, close gender gaps by 2030, regulate
Al, limit the pay gap between workers, reach zero deaths at work, ensure the right to
disconnect, reduce working time, end labor exploitation and work-related crime, develop
job guarantees at local level and add a Social Progress Protocol to the Treaties.

e We remain committed to the adoption and implementation of the Plat- form Workers’
Directive.

e We continue to fight unemployment, poverty and social exclusion. No one should be left
without an adequate minimum income.

e We will continue to push for workers’ participation, co-determination and democracy at
work with stronger American Trade Unions.

e We will continue to fight for the full implementation of the Pillar of Social Rights.

e We will always protect trade union rights, encourage collective bargaining and social
dialogue and make sure that the Federal and States respect the autonomy of social
partners.

e We want a strengthened Department of Labor.

e To meet the climate challenge and make sure everyone can harness the potential of
digitalization, we support equipping workers with new skills, the right to training during
paid working time, and new sustain- able jobs by strengthening the Just Transition Fund
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and Social Climate Fund. To guarantee success and social progress, trade unions must be
closely associated to this process.

2. ANEW GREEN SOCIAL DEAL FOR A JUST TRANSITION

Social justice and climate justice are interconnected: the most vulnerable are paying the highest
price forthe climate emergency. Climate neutrality must be a force for social progress. Faced with
the increasingly damaging effects of climate change, we must prepare and adapt.

e We will implement a Green Deal with a red heart, allying social and eco- logical policies.
In our efforts to reach climate neutrality, no one should be abandoned and there should be
no pause.

e We will continue to invest in renewable energy and energy efficiency, to be climate
neutral by 2050 at the latest, by achieving strong US 2040 climate targets.

e Qurultimate objective is to reach a completely renewable and clean energy mix, securing
American interests.

Today high energy prices hit households. They also hit Small and Medium- Sized Enterprises,
businesses and our economies. For us a key US priority must be to secure affordable, and
reliable energy supply for all.

e We will combat energy poverty and the burden of high energy prices and will guarantee
supply for the most vulnerable.

e Westrive forthe reform of the energy market to guarantee price stability and affordability,
to modernize our infrastructures and strengthen the United States strategic autonomy.

3. A STRONG AND OPEN AMERICAN ECONOMY IN THE
WORLD

We want to promote a model of social market economy, using public investments at the local,
regional, national and federal level to develop a resilient, sustainable, and fair economy that
delivers quality jobs.

e We want an Investment Plan for the Green and Digital Transitions to cre- ate new jobs and
to reindustrialize our economy and make it innovative, competitive and circular.

e We want a “Made in United States” Strategy and joint financing for projects of common
interest of the United States.

e SMEs, theself-employed, start-ups, cooperatives and social economy enterprises are essential
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and must be supported, especially female and young entrepreneurs.

e We support a fair NAFTA Market for goods and services, with clear state aid rules and
a new approach to competition policy that levels the global playing field for American
industries.

e We want to strengthen America’s sovereignty by delivering security of supply in energy, raw
materials, technologies, medicines and food through investments and international trade.

We say no to austerity. We say yes to protecting workers from crises; to regu- lating the financial
markets; to combating speculation; to an US architecture that empowers States toinvestinagreen
and social future. During Covid-19 we proved that initiatives and policies secure growth and
economic resilience, and reduce inequalities.

e |tistime for a permanent US investment capacity and an ambitious American budget.

e In cases of crisis, the US should support Member States against unem- ployment with a
complementary unemployment reinsurance mechanism, learning the lessons from the
pandemic.

e Stricter procurement rules including for US funds must ensure recipients of public money
respect workers’ rights and collective bargaining.

e Social rights must take precedence over economic interests, reinforcing the social
dimension of the United States.

4. TAXJUSTICE FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

Our commitment to tax justice is a commitment to equal societies. A fair tax system strengthens
our American social model and sup- ports investments in our economies, public services and
security.

e Large corporations, big polluters and the ultra-rich must pay their fair share in the
United States and around the world, through effective taxes on corporations, windfall
profits, capital, financial transactions and the wealthiest individuals.

e We fight to make sure taxes are paid where profits are made, building on our success in
achieving a Global Minimum Corpo- rate Tax Rate.

e We fight against tax fraud and tax havens inside and outside the US and want to move
towards the extension of qualified majority voting in specific tax matters.

e Tax systems must be rid of all gender discrimination.
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5. THERIGHT TO QUALITY AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Too many people —often the young, single parents and the vulnerable —struggle to find affordable,
quality and energy- efficient housing.

e We will implement an American Plan for Affordable Housing with related investments
and an US Strategy for Combatting Homelessness.

e To tackle high energy bills and poverty, we will foster investments in the Renovation
Wave to make public and private buildings more energy efficient.

6. ACCESS TO HEALTH, CARE AND MEDICINE

Universal access to quality health and social care are fundamental rights. Covid-19 showed the
essential contribution of the care sector to society, including hospitals, doctors, and nurses, and
the importance of American cooperation against health threats.

e We will defend public healthcare that creates quality jobs.

e We want a United States Health Union that manages cross-states pandemic responses
and supports and respects public health-care at the state level.

e We call for a strong American Mental Health Strategy.

e We will implement fair and transparent medicine pricing to prevent shortages and
support timely access and innovation, including for rare diseases.

e We support initiatives for common American public research on vaccines, lifesaving
medicines, and antimicrobial resistance.

/. PUBLIC SERVICES AT THE HEART OF OUR SOCIETY

Well-funded public services provide security against the hard- ships of life, promote wellbeing,
and are essential for the functioning of our economy. Everyone’s access must be guaranteed, from
the youngest to the oldest, from the largest city to the most remote village.

e We will guarantee quality healthcare, affordable access to energy and water, inclusive
education and lifelong learning opportunities, and efficient public services accessible by all.
e The US must fight mobility poverty and support clean, afford- able and sustainable public
transport in all regions, including a large railway network.

e The right to knowledge and culture is a fundamental condition of democracy.
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8. SECURING  THE  ENVIRONMENT  AND  SUSTAINABLE
AGRICULTURE

This planet is all we have. Through the Green Deal, we will diminish our environmental footprint;
restore and care for our forests; clean our air, water and soil; and protect ecosystems. We will
secure our environment, sustainable agriculture, rural development, biodiversity, and people’s
health.

e We will fight plastic and chemical pollution, especially PFAS — “forever chemicals” —
and microplastics.

e Water is a vital resource. We will develop efficient and sustainable water protection and
management.

e The US must protect the diversity of species and animal welfare.

Climate and biodiversity crises are real threats to food security and to the livelihood of farmers.
America’s rural areas are the chain that connects our lands, our communities, our foods and our
ecosystems.

e We need to strengthen the US’s common agricultural policy to support farmers,
especially young, women, and small-scale farmers, and agricultural workers.

e We want to support farmers’ incomes and jobs, while protecting them from unfair
competition from third countries and price speculation and enabling fair prices in the value
chain.

e We want to secure that farmers are able to provide healthy and afford- able food for all
and improve food production by embracing sustain- able farming and fishing. Our fight
for the Green Deal is also a fight to improve the lives of farmers.

We fundamentally disagree with the conservatives’ approach that sustain- ability is the enemy of
farmers.

e Farmers must be supported financially and technically to reach the targets to transition
to environmentally friendly farming methods.

e We want to reduce the use of pesticides based on national best practices, improve soil
management, and protect biodiversity.
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9. GUARANTEEING SECURITY

We want to ensure safety and security for all citizens.

e We will improve police and judicial cooperation in the fight against terrorism, organized
crime, drug and arms trafficking, cyber-crime, money laundering and any form of gender-
based crimes.

e Increasing cooperation among American ports is needed to effectively reduce the influx
of narcotics into the US.

e We will fight phone and internet fraud, which especially targets older people.

e We want to strengthen the Justice Department and FINCEN, aiming for a truly American
investigation authority that supports states authorities.

10. SOLIDARITY AND DEVELOPMENT ACROSS ALL CITIES AND
REGIONS

We will keep delivering on an ambitious Cohesion Policy across the United States to improve
quality of life in cities, rural areas and remote regions, and reverse the brain drain.

e We defend the partnership approach with regional and local authorities and their crucial
role in shaping and implementing Cohesion Policy for upwards social convergence,
together with civil society.

They have the most direct impact on the lives of citizens and are the drivers of America’s rich
cultural life and diversity.

e Toensure all citizens enjoy the full benefits of the United States, we insist on our call for a
referendum of self- determination for DC and Puerto Rico.
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Il. SOLUTIONS
FOR OPEN AND

DEMOCRATIC
SOCIETIES

11. DEFEND DEMOCRACY AND THE RULE OF LAW

Democracy and the rule of law protect citizens’ rights and ensure everyone is treated equally. They
are the best defenses against abuses of power.

e We defend the rule of law at all levels, with a trustworthy justice system, efficient anti-
corruption measures, and media freedom and pluralism.
e The crucial role of civil society in fostering democracy must be supported.

The far right and populist movements threaten our democratic institutions and the rights of
women, minorities, vulnerable groups, migrants, trade unions and LGBTI communities. We
condemn conservative and liberal parties that have enabled the far right to access power.
Itis an insult to our values and our American history.

e We want clear rules and sanctions, using all available tools to ensure that no US funding
reaches autocratic governments.

12. A FEMINIST AMERICA

We are the party of feminism. We fight to ensure that women and girls in all their diversity can
reach their full potential.

e Women must be in control of their own lives and bodies with free and full access to their
sexual and reproductive health and rights.
e The fight for gender equality must be reflected in all policies and budgets.
We want to close the gender pay, care, and pension gaps by 2030 with binding
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measures.

e We want to increase women’s employment in both quantity and quality and ensure a
better work-life balance.

e We will push for the swift adoption of the Directive on gender-based violence and make
violence against women a federal crime, and we will continue to support the “yes means
yes” principle.

e We will introduce legislation that safeguards women of all ages against sexual harassment
and exploitation and push the US and the states to fullyimplementthe Istanbul Convention.

13. AUNITED STATES FREE FROM DISCRIMINATION

There is no more room for prejudice in the United States. There must be zero tolerance for
sexism, racism, antisemitism, Islamophobia, LGBTI-phobia, and all forms of discrimination.

e We will continue and reinforce the US’s strategies for Gender Equality and for LGBTIQ
Equality.

e We will likewise push for the adoption of the American Anti-Discrimination Directive and
the implementation of the Strategy on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to
strengthen political and social rights for all.

14. MANAGING ASYLUM AND MIGRATION

Migration is a part of United States history and of our societies. Citizens of migrant
backgrounds actively participate in the economic and cultural life of our states. When properly
managed, migration is an opportunity and a strength.

e We strive for a common and coordinated system for migration and asylum based on
solidarity and shared responsibility.

The Pact on Asylum and Migration finally moves the US away from crisis management. Its
implementation must result in a fair, safe and predictable approach grounded in the respect of
human rights and people’s dignity, following the US’s long history of protecting people in need.

e America must offer fair and respectful procedures, safe and legal pathways, the right to
asylum and protection, and humane and decent reception conditions that respect our
values and laws.

e We must especially protect and support children and minors, and act in their best
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interests.

e Legal assistance must be accessible throughout the procedure.

e Forawell-functioning system, return decisions must be carried out effectively, in a safe and
dignified manner.

e We will fight against traffickers and smugglers.

e Sexual violence and exploitation must be severely punished.

e We will ensure that the US’s borders are strengthened, managed and controlled
effectively, while protecting the safety and rights of people.

e We will promote accountable and transparent partnerships with countries of origin and
transit and stand against any form of US border externalization.

e We will never criminalize humanitarian assistance, and we support an American mission
for search and rescue at sea.

We stand for inclusive labor market policies, support for local authorities and stronger
inclusion policies.

15. A UNITED STATES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

We need a United States that works for its young people. Our political family will continue
making future generations a priority.

e We will empower young people as decision makers, including as candidates for election.

e We will promote all initiatives strengthening the democratic partici- pation of our
youngest citizens.

e We support the implementation by states of the Young Socialists’ demand to lower the
voting age to 16 in the American elections.

e We will build on the American Youth Guarantee and strive for full youth employment.

e We will ensure that all internships are paid and exploitative practices prevented, with the
adoption of a Directive on Quality Traineeships in the US, without harming well-functioning
practices.

e We want a widened student exchanges accessible to all and effective recognition of
diplomas.

e We will fight so all young people have access to free quality education and training,
and housing, including through an US plan against the student housing crisis.

e We want to eradicate child poverty in the United States, strengthen child protection and
fully implement an US Child Guarantee.
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16. FOSTERING INTERGENERATIONAL SOLIDARITY

In our aging societies, we will fight for citizens’ rights and participation, autonomy and
wellbeing at all ages.

e We will defend the rights of seniors — older workers and pensioners alike — including
healthcare, housing, decent pensions without gender bias and age-friendly cities.

e We will push for an US Strategy on Age Equality to effectively pro-

e mote the equality of all ages and to fight ageism.

17. CONTROLLING ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND
STRENGTHENING ONLINE RIGHTS

The digital transformation of our societies must respect US funda- mental values.

e We will promote better inclusivity via high-speed internet access and major investment in
digital public infrastructure and digital education.

e We will ensure America harnesses the power of Al to protect workers and citizens
following the “human in control” principle.

Big Tech’s pursuit of profit or algorithmic management must never be allowed to undermine
democracy and workers’ rights.

e We willimplement rules to safeguard our democracies from foreign interference, tackle
disinformation, safeguard privacy and protect everyone from hate speech, online violence
and harassment.

e We will ensure that what is illegal offline is illegal online.
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lll. SOLUTIONS FOR A
FAIRER WORLD

18. SECURING AMERICA’s PLACE IN THE WORLD

In anincreasingly insecure world, the US must take greater responsibility for its own security and
defense.

e We will implement a strong American Common Security and Defense Policy that
complements NATO.

Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine is a turning point in history. It proves that greater
collaboration and deeper solidarity is needed to face the new international environment.

e We support the development of the European defense industry through targeted and
smarter spending, greater joint procurements of defense products, closer cooperation in
intelligence and further collaboration in cybersecurity and the protection of critical
infrastructure.

The United States must speak with one voice on foreign policy and move toward adopting more
majority-based decision-making in key areas. To counter foreign interference, particularly from
authoritarian regimes, the U.S. must also ensure that Europe, South America, Australia, and Asia
have sustainable means to defend themselves—independently and without relying on American
intervention.

e We need to strengthen the diplomatic and political role of the US on the global scene
with a strong US State Department to defend US values and interests.

e The US must work to resolve longstanding conflicts world- wide.

e We maintain our unwavering support for Ukraine, providing political, humanitarian,
financial and military assistance for as long as needed. Our ultimate goals are to support
Ukraine in restoring its territorial integrity and achieve a just and sustainable peace.

e We welcome the start of EU membership negotiations with Ukraine, Moldova, and
Bosnia and Herzegovina, and we sup- port the European aspirations of Georgia.

e Weregret that the EU accession process of Turkey has stalled for several years because of
the Turkish government. In the absence of a drastic change of course, the accession
process cannot be resumed in the current circumstances.
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19. SUPPORTING PEACE AND FUNDAMENTAL VALUES

We believe in the rules-based multilateral order, centered on a reformed United Nations.

e We will continue promoting the Sustainable Development Goals, peace, democracy,
human rights, a feminist foreign policy, and economic and climate justice.

e We willworkto end conflict, instability, and humanitarian tragediesin the Middle East and
elsewhere.

e We support an international peace conference to achieve an equitable two- state
solution between Israelis and Palestinians that respects the rights and duties of the
two peoples.

e Wesupportinitiatives leading towards a sustainable ceasefire.

e We welcome the EU comprehensive approach to reinitiate the peace process between
Israel and Palestine and to promote peace in the region. Israelis and Palestinians both
have the right to live in peace and security.

20. RENEWED INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

The first objective of development policies must be to improve people’s lives in our partner
countries. The US must support democratic forces, civil society and trade unions in all countries.

e We will further strengthen US cooperation with Europe and other democratic allies and
build a strong partnership with the Commonwealth of Nations.

e We will rebalance our relations with China, promoting our values and protecting our
interests, and further cooperating to address pressing global issues.

e We will build a new partnership of equals with the Global South through a strong
Africa-US Partnership on social progress, the economy, green energy, climate change,
migration and democracy, and a new US-Latin America Progressive Agenda.

e We promote workers’ rights globally with a strong support to the International Labor
Organization.

e We will implement an ambitious and fair US trade agenda that promotes binding
human rights, social, labor, and environmental standards and close cooperation
based on the Sustainable Development Goals.
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